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and high frequency of flood reflect the impacts inflicted by climate change on South America. Water resources
become scarce in the Andean mountains, which take a toll on the regional countries including Bolivia, Peru,
Ecuador, and Venezuela, Columbia. As a result of land clearing for pastureland, deforestation of the Brazilian
Amazon rainforest has increased sharply, which leads to the shrink of water volume of the Amazon River. Growing
water scarcity problems and competition between uses of water pose a serious challenge to policymakers in South
America. But, as a result of asymmetry in national interests and global common interests, regional countries don’ t
fully recognize the importance of jointly developing an effective solution to meet those challenges.

( Argemiro Procopio)

Current Challenges of the U. S. —Mexico Relations ( pp. 27 - 30)

The United States and Mexico not only have different origins but very distinct heritages. Their traditional
geographical relationship is currently embedded in numerous, complex matrices that go beyond the border itself.
These issues are economic, political, social and cultural and offer no simple answers. As interactions and day-to—
day presence have increased, the psychological and ideological forces of stereotyping regained ground and showed
their impact by impeding full mutual understanding. Therefore, deepening the analysis of culture and society
appears to be the next step forward for this relationship. In order to overcome the stage of self—centered cultures,
the two countries need to recognize that interacting with one another surpasses the exchange not only of goods and

people, but of cultural values. ( Silvia Nufiez Garcia, Manuel Chavez)

Non—Contributory Pension Programs in Latin America and the Caribbean

(pp-31 - 36)

A non-contributory pension program is a cash-transfer scheme established by the government for senior
citizens. Universal pensions are available to everyone of eligible age, regardless of income, assets or employment
history. In Latin America, regional countries had made sustainable and rather successful efforts to develop and
improve non-contributory pension programs. An effective regulatory mechanism has been established and the
operation cost is well-managed to meet the functional requirements. It is indicated that these programs have large
positive impacts upon a wide range of variables. It is especially noteworthy that they play a key role in reducing

poverty among the elderly and their households. ( Tang Jun)

Historical Transition of Chinese Theaters in Cuba (pp. 37 -42)

In the 19th century, there emerged to be a Chinese community in Cuba as a result of continuous inflow of
Chinese immigrant labors. In 1873, the first Chinese theater was established in Havana. Since then those theaters
run by Chinese gained a sustained development, presenting the puppet show, the Guangdong opera and movies.
They served as the place of entertainment for local Chinese immigrants meeting their strong demand for homeland
culture and promoting the spread of Chinese culture in Cuba. In addition, they also functioned as the gathering

location for those immigrants to raise funds for public welfare and affairs. ( Yuan Yan)



