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The Genocide of the Lameyans in the Seventeenth Century: How and Why

Peter Liu

Abstract: There was a tale about a group of little black men lived in the cave on XiaoLiuQiu ( Lamey) island long time
ago. According to the tale someone set fire at the entrance of the cave and killed hundreds of the little black men. There was
really a similar genocide case that occurred in the seventeenth century when the Dutch East Indian Company ( VOC) killed
hundreds of the Lameyans and removed the rest out of the island. This paper depicts in detail the cause the expeditions the re—
sults and analyzes why VOC treated those islanders so cruelly. The paper argues that the main reason for that lies in the fact
that the Lameyans in the eyes of VOC were of no economical and military value. Besides humanity carried little weight in front
of the company interests.
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