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Abstract  Ethnic politics and Islamization have been the leading forces in Malaysian
politics since 1980s. The emerging Parti Islam Se Malaysia ( PAS) thus becomes one of the
major opposition parties. Its idea of an Islamic state induces disturbances and concerns in the
Chinese society which has undergone a shift of attitudes toward PAS: from negligence to
attention from opposition to support to a certain degree. Meanwhile PAS attaches increasing
importance to the interests of Chinese for winning over their votes and commits itself to the

cooperation with the Chinese society and parties.
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