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SUMMARY

The Trend of Evolution of the Russian Constitution in the New Century The article focuses on
expounding the trend of evolution of the current Russian constitution in the new century as well as the
factors affecting the evolution. It makes a special exposition on the same and different views of the
various political forces on constitutional revisions, the impact of constitutional revision procedures on
the perspective of constitutional change, as well as the stability of the current constitution. The au-
thor is of the view that the current Constitution will continue to play its role in a considerable period
of time to come. A basic judgement is that the fundamental principles in the Russian Constitution will
not change easily. The stability of the Constitution depends mainly on two points: 1. Whether it accu-
rately reflects the change of the era and the process of social development? 2. Whether the change of
the era and the process of social development raise new requirements for the Constitution? The author

also holds that the current Russian Constitution leaves room for improvement.

The Current Unconstitutional Practice Examination System in the Twelve East European Coun-
tries An overwhelming majority of the eight East European countries had established a constitutional
supervision system prior to 1989. Some of them had even set up an initial system of unconstitutional
practice examination system. But due to the political system at the time, both the former and the lat-
ter institutional systems existed only in name. After the drastic change, the 12 East European coun-
tries practiced the multi—party parliamentary democracy system characterized by constitutional gov-
ernment (democracy) and the rule of law (national domination according to the Constitution and other
laws), set up and genuinely carry out the unconstitutional office examination system. Over the years,
the current unconstitutional practice examination system has been in operation in the overwhelming
majority of the East European countries.

The court has basically performed its functions and decided on a large amount of unconstitutional
cases. It has played a certain role in further ensuring the successful implementation of the Constitu-
tion, the administration of the state according to law, in safeguarding the constitutional rule, the
rights and interests of the citizens as well as in restraining the powers of legislation, administration
and justice. However, the'courts in many East European countries are still sometimes subjected to re-
strictions from various parties concerned when examining and passing judgments on unconstitutional
cases. To realize constitutional government and the rule of law, thoroughly prohibit and root out the
occurrence of unconstitutional acts, it is necessary not only to set up and improve the unconstitutional
practice examination system itself, but also to consistently improve the political system as a whole,

including the constitutional system.

The Root Cause for the Rapid Expansion of Islam Extremist Forces in Chechen The Islamic reli-
gion showed certain special features of localization in combination with folklore and traditions after it
found its way into Chechen in the late 18th century and the early 19th century. But in the early period
and most of the subsequent period, it did not show any extremist tendencies. In the 1990s however,
Islamic extremists rapidly expanded in Chechen, posing a permanent serious threat to the social stabil-
ity and state security of Russia. To get at the root of the problem, social factors, ideological crises,
penetration and support from Islamic extremist forces outside and policy failures of Russia (Soviet
Union) are the main reason underlying the present situation. Probing into the formation and roots of
Islamic extremist forces in Chechen will benefit us with useful experiences and lessons.



