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The Doha Round and Africa

Yao Guimer

After 8 rounds of negotiations and continuously
supplemented and strengthened, the General Agree
ment on Tariffs and Trade finally resulted in the estalr
lishment of the World Trade Organization, which pro-
vides a framework for normalizing intemational trade
behaviors. The increasing marginalization of Africa not
only has something to do with the weaknesses of the
WTO’ s system, which restrid the roles of the weak
and small nations and put them in a passive status, but
also with former African wuntries’ subjectively paying

not enough attention to multilateral trade negotiations.

pp- 27- 31

The Seattle Conference proved to be a watershed for
African countries to change their methods of dealing
with WTI'O- related issues. African countries are taking
active participation in the Doha round, seeking for and
safeguarding their deserved rights and staus. However,
challenges in agriculture, textile indusiry, trade— re
lated issues on intellectual property rights and patent
protowl, and their abilities to negotiate new topics sug-
gest that African countries must take every step very
carefully.

Comment on European Union’ s Aid to Africa

Zhang Yongpeng

Under the framework of cooperation in the Arican
— Caribbean — Pacific Region, the E. U.’ s aid to
Africa is a principal part of its aid to foreign countries.
From the Lom Convention to the Cotonou Convention,
the policies of the E. U.” s aid toward Africa continue
to improve and the fields of aid continue to expand.
Despite of various problems, such as the limitations of

aid capital and aid result, the various fields and pro-

pp- 32— 37

grams of aid, the successful cases under the framework
demonstrate that E. U.” s aid to Africa has yielded
some relatively positive results in alleviating some diffi-
culties and satisfying some needs of African countries.
Nevertheless, aid alone cannot solve Africa’ s problem
of underdevelopment. African development calls for the
common efforts of many sides, fundamentally those of

African countries themselves.

Syria and the Iraq War

Wang Xingang

When Bashar came into power, in order to reverse
the unfavorable situations facing Syria in the Middle
Fast, he adjusted Syria’ s policies toward the region,
ameliorated relations with the neighboring countries and
strengthened cooperation with the regional powers.
When Iraqgi Crisis broke out, Syria gradually involved
in, first took uncooperative stances toward America’ s
“ overthrow — Saddham — policy”, then continued to
promote recnciliation with Iraq and finally expressed

its uncompromising anti— war stances at the UN Secur
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pp- 38— 43

rity Council. Making use of the Iraqi Issue, Syria ir
tends to highlight the Arab— lsraeli cnflicts. During
the Iraq War, contradictions between Syria and the U.
S. intensified, resulting in the deterioration of Syria’ s
geopolitical environment. Although Bashar’ s flexible
and pragmatic foreign policies lessened the tensions be
tween the two countries, post— Iraq War Syria— U. S.
disagreement, Syria— Israel deadlock and the Lebanon
issue remain the main challenges facing the Bashar gov-

ernment.



