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Motivations Behind and Implications of Thailand’s Warm Response
to China’s Rise (1997-2012) Sun Xuefeng and Xu Yong

Abstract: Following the 1997 Asian Financial Crisis, in comparison
with other American allies in the East Asia, Thailand’s political and security
policies towards China have been relatively mild It is argued here that the
key driver behind Thailand’s warm response to China’s rise is the growing
priority given to economic factors in Thailand’s domestic strategy following
the financial crisis. China’s experience with Thailand demonstrates that the
mere absence of security conflicts is not sufficient to ensure that its neighbor-
ing countries will adopt friendly policies which respond positively to the con-
tinuous growth of Chinese power. China must harmonize its economic and se-
curity policies in East Asia, and customize its security policies towards coun-
tries in the region based on the characteristics of their respective security pol-
icies and the security threats they represent

Key Words: Warm Response; China’s Rise; Priority to Economic
Strategy; South China Seas
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An Analysis of Changing Perceptions of China in the Official Viet-
namese Media: The Case of the Nhan Dan Newspaper, 2000-2011
Li Chunxia

Abstract: Changes in reporting in the official Vietnamese newspaper,
the Nhan Dan on China reflect changing perceptions of the Vietnamese go-
vernment In turn, the government’s changing perceptions impact Vietnam-
ese policy behavior towards China. Over the past 10 years, perceptions of
China have shifted from role model to partner, from attention to local level
politics to high level politics, and from playing catch up to being an equal. As
neighboring states simultaneously rising in the Asia-Pacific region, bilateral
relations between the two countries presently based on ideology and political
institutions, are gradually shifting towards focusing on individual state inte-
rests in order to meet collective challenges and advance mutual development

Key Words: Vietnam-China Relations; Official Media; Perceptions of
China; Nhan Dan
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