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On the Causes of the Development of

Women Education in Modern Japan
Li Zhuo Zhang Dongdong

Abstract: As the first modernized Asian country Japan has successful experience in education especially in the women
education. The reasons for the fast growth of women education in modern Japan includes: First the Teragoya as the civilian
educational institution had laid a good foundation for the later popularization of women education from the Meiji period be—
cause it took the women as an educational object in Edo period. Secondly Japanese female education has had a tortuous
development process after the Meiji Restoration from imitating Europe and the United States”system initially to developing
rapidly according to their national conditions. Thirdly private schools had been important supplements to public women
schools. Such private — public and men — women dual systems promoted the development of private schools. Lastly the
goal of cultivating the girls as good wife and mother had motivated the female education.

Key Words: Women Education; Teragoya; Compulsory Education; Men — women Educated Separately; Good Wife and

Mother
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