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The Characteristics of Contemporary Transnational Social
Movement and Its Impacts
on the Evolution of International System

Ye Jiang / Xu Buhua

Abstract: A new wave of transnational social movements has been emerging since the end of the Cold War. Contemporary transna—
tional social movements are characterized by globalized scope of activities, diversified social appeals, networked organizing forms and de-
revolutionized objectives, which significantly differed from their predecessors during 18th and 19th century. Even more importantly, con—
temporary transnational social movements have been contributing to erode the predominance of sovereign state in the international system,
promoting the non-state actors into the foreground of global governance, stimulating the development of the international structure with
pluralistic actors and facilitating the reconstruction of international norms, thus consequently influence the transformation and evolution
of contemporary international system.
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