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The Cultural Traction in Modern British Social Structural Changes

Xu Jieming Qin Yuanxu
( School of Humanities Yunnan University Kunming Yunnan 650091)

Abstract: Modern British social structure to begin with changes from a five-tier highly stratified hierar—
chical society to a three-tier one. Then it changes from a three-tier social structure like the shape of a tower to
a pear-shaped one with its middle part getting bigger and bigger and its stratification getting thicker and thicker
so that it can hardly be described as class property. In the process of the flow and change the most essential
is the relativity ambiguity interaction and variability of the social stratification. The new elements of cultural
identity led by the social upper strata and constructed by all classes of people have effects on the integration of
the hierarchy interests and on the solidity of layered structure and on promoting social harmony. It reflects that
the elites absorb values from the other hierarchies and the other social parts learn from the traditional aristo—
cratic concepts therefore the whole social hierarchy created the modern British general culture. In the process
of the change of the stratification structure the cultural traction has a crucial effect on the stable and harmoni-
ous development of society.
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