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Abstract Along with the rapid development of globalization especially the increase of
immigrants the national borders are facing gradual challenges. When immigrants apply for
naturalization the host countries can offer a choice alternative to “yes” or “no”. Some
countries practice in this direction is to grant the immigrant applicants citizenship but with so—
called “semi—qualification” or “differentiated citizenship” like Chinese and Indians in Burma
who are not granted a “complete citizenship”. They are classified as the second or third rank of
Burma citizens stipulated by the Burma Citizenship Law. Chinese is the second or third rank
citizens who are deprived of the equal rights such as political rights citizen’s rights and social
rights in the country. The hat of the “differentiated citizenship” that Chinese is wearing not just

symbolizes the inequality to individuals and to the group; it also impedes the state—building

process and the formation of a national identification in Burma country.
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