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Abstract; Maritime affairs refers to the behavior of human beings and
vessels in their navigational activities on water. As a response to the threats
and security challenges faced by humanity in the course of its utilization of
and passage across the ocean, the international community has enhanced
maritime safeguards, and instituted a framework for international maritime
cooperation to ensure security and environmental protection of the ocean. As
the 21st Century maritime silk road initiative has advanced, all stakeholders
will inevitably face a range of security risks. As such, China and other
relevant states will be faced with practical demands to provide stronger
maritime safeguards and enhance international maritime cooperation. With
respect to China’s role in maritime affairs, in the course of the development
of the 21st Century Maritime Silk Road. it can play a role in three areas:
coordinating across great powers and strengthening institutions; re-
constructing norms and revising standards; and international exchanges and
community building. In this way, China can seek to establish a network for
international maritime cooperation which incorporates key ports, pivotal
states and targeted corridors. These would benefit the construction of the
21st Century Maritime Silk Road, as well as enhancing China’s diplomacy
with respect to its periphery, while contributing to efforts between great
states in order to build practical security cooperation.
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